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and was read in groups. Indian Opinion soon became the organ of the
struggle and was read by Government officials diligently to watch
Gandhi's moves.
As the struggle advanced Gandhi found the name "passive resist-
ance" inadequate to express its real meaning. It also appeared to
him "shameful" that the Indian struggle should be known only by
an English name. A small prize was, therefore, announced in Indian
Opinion to be awarded to the reader who invented the best designa-
tion for the new struggle. Maganlal Gandhi suggested the word
"sadagraha", meaning "firmness in a good cause". Gandhi liked the
word but as it did not fully represent the whole idea, he changed
it to "satyagraha", "the force which is born of truth and love or
non-violence".
In the meanwhile the Immigration Bill, which was duly passed,
received the royal assent on December 26. Believing that most of
the opposition to registration was "engineered" by Gandhi and "his
henchmen", General Smuts decided to prosecute the leaders and see
what effect their conviction had upon the community.
In Christmas Week, on Friday morning, December 27, Gandhi
received a telephone message from the acting commissioner of police
for the Transvaal asking him to call at Marlborough House. Upon
arriving there, he was informed that arrests had been ordered of
himself and twenty-four others, one of them being Mr. Quinn, the
leader of the Chinese. Gandhi promised that all would appear before
the respective magistrates at ten next morning and the commissioner
accepted his word.
On Friday evening a packed meeting of Indians was held to discuss
the new phase of the struggle. There were about 1,000 people present.
Mr. Essop Mian, chairman of the Transvaal British Indian Associa-
tion, presided, and amongst those who participated in the meeting
were Gandhi and his fellow prisoners on parole.
Gandhi said, when he read the announcement with reference to the
Immigration Restriction Act that morning, the first thing that vol-
untarily came to his lips was that Lord Elgin had put an undue
strain on Indian loyalty. Lord Elgin, an ex-Viceroy of India, had
forgotten altogether Indian traditions. When he advised His Majesty
to sanction this legislation, he forgot altogether that he was a trustee
for the millions of India. He forgot altogether that India was today
on the brink of a departure which had been unknown in Indian